
 

 

      

Dear Gardner Road Families- 
 

    It’s November and that means our students have completed the first 

quarter of the year engaged in learning.   We enhance learning by fostering a 

mindset of growth in all students.  During our monthly town halls and in our 

classrooms we help students focus on being brave/innovative learners, 

celebrate failure, embrace grit, set goals and work collaboratively with their 

peers.  Ultimately, we are looking for students to demonstrate their new 

learning mastering new skills, using strategies and applying their learning in 

various ways.  Therefore, I encourage all parents to focus on one idea during 

our upcoming parent teacher conferences, “skills, not scores.”   
 

    Yes, scores are a measure on our report cards and a ‘3’ means that your 

child is meeting current grade level expectations.  A ‘4’ means they are 

demonstrating understanding beyond the current grade level and a ‘2’ means 

a student is making progress towards current grade level expectations.  I 

suggest to focus our conversations on skills during the conference.   
 

   Celebrating mastery of new skills while also supporting new ones will 

maximize a student’s growth.  Not to mention, a strong partnership between 

home and school is known as one the largest predictors of student success.  

Your child’s learning path is a unique journey, and we look forward to 

walking that path with you and your child.   On behalf of the entire Gardner 

Road team, we would like to say thank you in advance for coming to parent 

teacher conferences.   Please note that report cards are only distributed in 3rd 

and 4th grades this marking period.  
 

    It was great seeing so many families at the various field trips, visiting 

lunch, Fall Festival, Halloween parade and more in October.  In November, 

we welcome you in for more events.  We are always looking for volunteers, 

so keep your eye out for more opportunities through PTO/school notices.  
  

     Your Partner in Education, 
 

 

 
 

Patrick Patterson- Principal  
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“We are not what we know but what we are willing to learn.” 

Mary Catherine Bateson

November 2016 
     Gardner Road Elementary School 

541 Gardner Road, Horseheads, New York 14845      (607) 739 – 6347 

ppatterson@horseheadsdistrict.com   

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $ 1.25   

Lunch $ 2.10 
 



 

 
2 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a great resource for fun reading activities to do 

you’re your child at home.   

http://familyreadingpartnership.org/readingfun.html 

 

 

Main Office Updates: 
Morning Drop-Off Reminder: 

If you plan on having your child get dropped off in the morning, please use the lane closest to the fence in the parking 

lot.  We always have a staff member by the fence to help the students get from your car to the main entry.  Please only 

use the second lane if you are going to walk your child in.  You must walk your child at least to the fence so that they are 

safe in the parking lot.  Thank you in advance for helping keep all of our students safe as they enter our building.   
 

School Delays and Closings: 

The cold, slippery, white flakes are just around the corner. When the ice and snow arrive, it is often necessary to delay or 

close schools. The announcements can be found on our District website www.horseheadsdistrict.com and the local media 

stations. In the event of a 1 or 2-hour delay, students can be dropped off at the cafeteria entrance beginning at the 

adjusted time. Please be aware that NO breakfast is served when there is a 2-hour delay.  I will also post our current 

status on the Gardner Road Twitter feed.  To sign up for the tweets, go to our school website and follow the link. 
   

Recess: 

Students will be going outside for recess as the weather becomes colder.  Please make sure that your child has a warm 

coat, a hat and gloves/mittens so they can stay warm as they play.  Thank you!   
 

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  
ELA: March 28 - 30       Math: May 2-4     Grade 4 Science Performance: May 24-25      Grade 4 Science Written: June 5 
 

Backpack Program has openings! 

If you could benefit from additional food on weekends and holidays the Backpack Program could be the answer for you. 

We partner with the Food Bank of the Southern Tier to send home a bag of non-perishable food on Fridays. Each bag 

contains 2 proteins, 2 grain, 2 dairy and 2 fruits or vegetables. This program is offered free of charge. Please contact your 

child’s teacher or Mrs. Norton at school if this program would be beneficial to your family. Referrals are taken 

throughout the school year. 
 

The Arctic League Applications: 

The Arctic League is an organization that provides Christmas gifts to needy children in Chemung County. The League 

serves children through age 12. Applications are now available at the school. Please contact your child’s teacher, school 

social worker or the school nurse to obtain an application.  Forms will also be available on conference days in the main 

office.  Applications need to be filled out completely in order to be accepted. Completed applications may be returned by 

mail to the Arctic League or returned to school.  To learn more, visit:  http://arcticleague.publishpath.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How was school today? 

  
I often hear that parents get the response ‘nothing’ or ‘it 

was good’ to the question, ‘how was school today?’   

Here’s a great resource that shares 15 different questions 

to elicit a better conversation at home. 

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/parents-fifteen-questions-

replace-how-was-school-today-elena-aguilar  

MakerSpace is an 

environment that allows the 

opportunity for students to 

tinker, create, explore, 

engineer, and invent. The 

purpose is to inspire student driven learning by problem 

solving, questioning and wondering.  
 

Donations List: 
 

colored duct tape buttons  craft wire  

beads or jewelry scraps  Legos  ribbon 

spools   string/rope pipe cleaners fabric/yarn  

cardboard tubes   wood scraps    egg cartons 

coffee filters  rubber bands  clothes pins  feathers 

felt  thread  markers/crayons glue tape 

scissors aluminum foil plastic wrap  sand paper  

tissue paper  containers of various sizes and shapes  
 

 

 

      

 

http://familyreadingpartnership.org/readingfun.html
http://arcticleague.publishpath.com/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/parents-fifteen-questions-replace-how-was-school-today-elena-aguilar
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/parents-fifteen-questions-replace-how-was-school-today-elena-aguilar
http://www.ohrnaava.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/parents2.gif
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Learning at Gardner Road in October 
(see more pictures & information at) 

 

 

 

 

@GARDNER_RD_PRIN 

 

Gardner Road Elementary  
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In October, 342 (84 %) students 

earned a character award for 

demonstrating responsibility in our 

school.   
 

 

 

November’s Trait is:  
 

Horseheads Central School District 
 

Our Mission 
"Quality Education for All" 

The Mission of the Horseheads Central School Community is to provide a 

quality education for all within a nurturing environment, which promotes 

excellence, growth, and a sense of civic responsibility. 
 

Our Vision 
We, the Horseheads School Community, want a district that: 
 is nurturing and responsive. 

 strives for balance in a supportive, safe, encouraging environment. 

 recognizes the need for continual improvement in an ever-changing world. 

 has a clearly defined focus on learning outcomes, collaboration, 

and support systems. 

 creates an environment within which everyone can thrive and achieve  

his/her highest potential. 
 

Our Beliefs 
We believe: 

• everyone can achieve his/her highest potential. 

• trust is essential for growth. 

• learning is cooperative. 

• programs are inclusive. 

• success will be nurtured and expected. 

• learning is performance-based. 

• decisions are data-based. 

• responsibility, respect, and results guide our every effort. 
 

Exit Outcomes 
The Horseheads Central School graduate will be ... 

•    a life-long learner 

•    a caring, productive citizen 

•    an effective communicator 

•    a creative problem-solver 

•    a quality decision-maker 

•    a healthy, well-rounded person 

 

 
Substitutes Needed: 

 

The Horseheads Central School District is seeking applications for 

substitute teachers, bus drivers and substitute teaching assistants.  For 

information, please visit:  

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html 

Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211      

 e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any 

student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347.  The Dignity Act Coordinator for the Horseheads Central School District is Judith 
Christiansen. Mrs. Christiansen may be reached at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, 607-739-5601, x4211. 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to actual or perceived race, color, weight, national origin, ethnic group, 

religion, religious practice, disability, sex, sexual orientation, or gender (including gender identity and expression). Inquiries regarding this notice may be made 

to Judy Christiansen, Title IX and DASA Coordinator, or Kim Williams, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, 
Horseheads NY 14845, (607) 739-5601. 

 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com




Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
October 31st                Day 1 

 

Halloween Parade 1:20 

1                                    Day 2 

 

2                                    Day 3 

 

2nd/3rd grade to HS Aud. 

Good Man Charlie Brown 

3                                    Day 4 

 

4                                     Day 5 

End of Marking Period 1 

 

4th grade to Arnot Art Museum 

7                                     Day 6 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Celebration  

8                                     Day 1 

Principal Chat 5:30 Library 

PTO Meeting 6:00 Library 

9                                      Day 2 

 

10                                     Day 3 

Early Dismissal  11:00 AM 

Report Cards Home (GR 3 & 4) 

11                     No School 

14                                  Day 4 

 

15                                  Day 5 

 

16                                  Day 6 

 

17                                   Day 1 

 

BOE at MS 6:00 

18                          No School 

 

21                                  Day 3 

 

Picture Make-Up Day 

22                                   Day 4 

 

23                           No School 

 

 

24                             No School 

 

25                           No School 

 

28                                  Day 5 

 

Grade 2 Philanthropy Guest 

Speakers 

29                                  Day 6 

 

30                               Day 1 

 

Citizenship: Character Education at Home: 

--Take your child with you to vote.  Explain the process & why it is im-

portant to you.  

--Thank a veteran in your family or neighborhood.   

--Teach your kids about the Star Spangled Banner/Pledge of Allegiance 

--Volunteer as a family for our community service challenge. 

Gardner Road 

Elementary School 
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Gardner Road 

Elementary School 
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For more on school readiness, visit attendanceworks.org and reachoutandread.org

DID YOU KNOW?
•  Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school. 

•  Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read.

•  Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks. 

•  Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

•  Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this habit 
in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Good attendance 
will help children do well in high school, college, and at work.

Help Your Child Succeed in School:
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early
School success goes hand in hand with good attendance!

WHAT YOU CAN DO
•  Set a regular bed time and morning routine.

•  Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

•  Find out what day school starts and make sure your child has 
the required shots.

•  Introduce your child to her teachers and classmates before 
school starts to help her transition.

•  Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in 
mind complaints of a stomach ache or headache can be a sign 
of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.

•  If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to 
teachers, school counselors, or other parents for advice on 
how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.

•  Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something 
comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or  
another parent.

•  Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school  
is in session.

When Do Absences 
Become a Problem?

CHRONIC ABSENCE 
18 or more days

WARNING SIGNS 
10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY 
9 or fewer absences

Note:  These numbers assume  
a 180-day school year.

©Jason Miczek Photography












